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Reynaud and Blum be shot,184 but it was not until 1944 that the
German government made plans to do away with their old enemies*
In early summer that year, the Algiers government of General de
Gaulle condemned a Colonel Magnien to death for having recruited
tinder German orders a native army to fight the allies. Abetz informed
Laval that if Magnien were executed, Mandel, Blum and Reynaud
would be turned over to Vichy to be shot in reprisal. Laval protested to
Abetz and refused to become a party to the affair. He said: *I have no
blood on my hands and never shall." 185 The German government,
however, went ahead with its plans, informing Mandel on 4 July that
he was returning to France. Mandel had for years lived in expectation
of this moment and was certain of the fate that awaited him. His fellow
prisoner at Buchenwald, Leon Blum, observed not *'the slightest change
in the gestures of his hands, in his bearing, in his speech or in the
intonations of his voice. We never saw him more calm, more poised,
more lucid.'*186 His last words to Blum were: "Tell Beatrice Bretty,
and tell my daughter that I regret nothing of what I have done, that
I know I have acted well, and that no matter what happens, they will
not have to be ashamed of me." 187
Mandel was flown to Rheims and then taken by car to Paris, where
he was put in La Sante prison. The Germans informed Knipping, an
assistant of Joseph Darnand, head of France's Fascist-inspired para-
military Milice, that Mandel had been brought to Paris. Knipping
arranged for some of his men to take Mandel from La Sante prison,
ostensibly for the purpose of transferring him to the Chateau des
Brosses near Vichy. Along the route in the Fontainebleau forest, Mansuy,
one of the Milice, killed Mandel with a burst from a submachinegun.
He then fired at the car to make it appear they had been attacked by
the maqiiis^ which was the official story released by the Vichy
government.
The Germans were very pleased with Mandel's murder because he
was "a Jew and responsible for the war. . . . They are only sorry that
he was not officially shot by the French Government." 188
"When Laval learned of Mandel's assassination he immediately pro-
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